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The 
picket 

line is a 
beautiful 

thing 
because 

it makes a man more human. You get a 
guy to walk off the field when his boss is 
watching and, in front of the other guys, 
throw down his tools and march right to 
the picket line, that is the guy who makes 

our strike. 

Today, the growers are like a punch-drunk 
old boxer who doesn’t know he’s past his 

prime. How ironic it is that the same 

people who argue that the union is not 
influential are the same forces that 

continue to fight us so hard. If we’re so 
weak and unsuccessful, why do the 

growers continue to fight us with such 
passion?  

 

 If you stand on a man’s head and push it 
into the dirt, he may not even see the heel 

of your boot. 

But if his whole face is already above 
ground, he can see your heel and he can 

see freedom ahead.   
 

The name of the game is to talk to people. 
You knock on twenty doors, and twenty 
guys tell you to go to hell. But maybe at 

the fortieth or sixtieth house you find the 
one guy who is all you need.   
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